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Welcome!

Welcome to the Smith Middle School Instrumental Music Department!  I am glad your student 
has made the choice to participate in one of our programs.  Regardless of whether or not your 
student chooses to continue music in high school or later in life, I hope the lessons learned here 
will be life lessons that they can take with them on whatever path they choose to follow. 
 
This handbook is intended to inform band and orchestra parents and students of the policies and 
procedures which we will follow.  If situations or conditions arise during the year which are not 
addressed in this handbook, the director will make a decision that is in the best interest of the 
student and the program. 
 
Please read through the handbook and then fill out and sign the various forms.  Please visit the 
website (coming soon) on a regular basis to keep abreast of the most current information about 
the band and orchestra programs. 
 
I look forward to a great year! 
Ms. Neville

Keeping in Contact
There are several ways to stay informed with the happenings of the Smith Middle School band 
and orchestra.  Please utilize as many of these methods as possible

Email:  rneville@chccs.k12.nc.us                Phone:  919-918-2145  ext. 21435  
 
Twitter:  @SmithMSBandOrch 
 
Remind 101:                                                                              Google Classroom Join Codes 
         6th band:  text this:   @6ak24h    to    81010                         6th Band:       slwxe6e   
         7th band:  text this:   @8k4d3e    to    81010                         7th Band:       sdzitm1 
         8th band:  text this:   @bkh6ke    to    81010                         8th Band:       9byeqn2 
 
         6th orchestra:  text this:    @hde22h      to    81010              6th Orchestra:       jaxigpj 
         7th orchestra:  text this:    @hkhaa2h     to    81010             7th Orchestra:       agieet 
         8th orchestra:  text this:    @chk363a     to    81010             8th  Orchestra:      b8prxr1 
 
This is a text messaging system that allows for communication between teacher, parent, and 
student by use of an anonymous number. 
 



Music Standards & Grading

https://nafme.org/my-classroom/standards/
Music Standards 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlSF56tkueA

National Core Music Standards 
The Re-Imagined Arts Standards by NAfME 

Grading

Performances                                 30% 
 
Class Contribution                          25% 
 
Projects                                          20% 
 
Tests  (playing & written)               15% 
 
Practice Logs & Written work        10% 
 

https://nafme.org/my-classroom/standards/
https://nafme.org/my-classroom/standards/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlSF56tkueA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlSF56tkueA




Supplies and Music Stores

6th-Grade Band

7th-Grade Band

6th-Grade Orchestra

7th-Grade Orchestra

8th-Grade Band & Orchestra

Essential Elements 2000 Book 1 for your instrument, instrument, and accessories for that 
instrument, 1 in. or 1 1/2 in. binder, pencil

Essential Elements 2000 Book 2 for your instrument, instrument, and accessories for that 
instrument, 1 in. or 1 1/2 in. binder, pencil

Essential Elements Book 1 for your instrument, instrument, and accessories for that instrument 
(shoulder rest or rock stop, rosin, a soft cloth and a clip-on tuner such as a Snark Tuner), 1 in. or 
1 1/2 in. binder, pencil

Essential Elements Book 2 for your instrument, instrument, and accessories for that instrument 
(shoulder rest or rock stop, rosin, a soft cloth and a clip-on tuner such as a Snark Tuner), 1 in. or 
1 1/2 in. binder, pencil

Instrument, and accessories for that instrument (reeds, valve oil, slide oil, shoulder rest or rock 
stop, rosin, a soft cloth and a clip-on tuner such as a Snark Tuner), 1 in. or 1 1/2 in. binder, pencil

High Strung Violins & Guitars, Durham

Triangle Strings, Raleigh

Music & Arts, Durham

Bob's Bass Violin Shop, Greensboro

Dr. Bass, Durham (click on title for link)       919-399-5061

(click on title for link)   336-272-2877

(click on title for link)     919-402-9270

(click on title for link)     919-858-0429

(click on title for link)   919-286-3801

Hills Music Shoppe, Henderson (click on title for link)   252-492-4116

http://www.highstrungdurham.com/rent.html
https://trianglestrings.com/
https://stores.musicarts.com/durham
https://bassviolinshop.com/
http://www.doctorbassrepair.com/
http://www.hillsmusicshoppe.com/


Materials
Students cannot learn or play successfully without the proper materials.  Research shows that most 
young players drop out of band because of inadequate supplies and/or a poorly maintained instrument. 
 
Reed players need 
    4 reeds that are not cracked, chipped, or warped; 
    a reed guard with ventilation grooves that holds 2 or 4 reeds; 
    a swab, and 
    cork grease. 
All reed players who will continue with band through middle school need to invest in an upgraded 
mouthpiece and ligature. These two changes make an incredible difference in sound production and 
intonation. Please see the director for advice.  
 
Flutists need 
    a cleaning rod with a cloth and 
    a polishing cloth. 
 
Trombonists need 
    a polishing cloth, 
    tuning slide grease, 
    a small water bottle, 
    slide cream---NO slide oil. For slide cream, please use 
        SLIDE-O-MIX or SUPERSLICK (FORMULA 3) SLIDE CREAM WITH A SMALL BOTTLE 
        OF SUPERSLICK SILICONE, and 
    a plastic-coated “snake” to properly clean out the slide. 
 
Trumpet, horn, baritone, and tuba players need 
    valve oil (rotor oil for F horns), 
    a polishing cloth, and 
    tuning slide grease. 
 
Percussionists need 
    a good pair of general (SD 1) sticks, 
    one pair of medium-hard rubber mallets, 
    one pair of Lexicon hard mallets, 
    a mallet/stick bag to carry sticks/mallets between classes (which helps to prevent other 
        students from playing with the sticks/mallets and staff having to take them away), 
    a concert snare drum, 
    a practice pad, and 
    practice bells.  
 
 



Concert Requirements
All performances are mandatory and graded.  In the event that some emergency situation 
should come up, please notify Ms. Neville as soon as possible.  Your student will be given a 
make-up assignment that will need to be completed by the end of the nine weeks.  The concert 
reflection will need to be completed in the days following the concert.

Concert Dress
Students will need to wear a band/orchestra shirt and black pants for concert performances.  
Ladies can choose to wear a black skirt in lieu of pants.  Please wear black socks with your 
pants and black shoes.  No tennis shoes, please.  
 
6th-grade band and orchestra students will need to purchase their t-shirt right away to have for 
your October concert.  An order will be placed during the first part of September.



Performance Dates



At Home Practice

PRACTICE POLICY 
 
 
Students will need to practice each week.  Practicing helps reinforce the concepts learned in 
class and helps each student progress musically.  In order to give students credit for their 
work at home, a practice log will need to be filled out each week.  Practicing is considered to 
be homework for class.  Students should make it a priority to play at home every day.  
 
A student needs a regular practice time and a place free of interruptions and distractions.  
Parents should stress to their student that they need to KEEP THEIR INSTRUMENT IN 
GOOD REPAIR. Having your student take private lessons is a way to help your student 
excel.  Students also can prearrange time after school to work with Ms. Neville. 
 
Percussionists may leave their snare drums at school and practice on practice pads at 
home. All percussionists will need to take sticks/mallets and music home daily.  Cello and 
bass players can leave their personal instrument at home for practice and can use a school 
instrument during class.  
 



Information Form

First & Last Name: _________________________________________      Grade:  _________ 
 
Parent/Guardian 1 Name:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
                Email Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian 2 Name:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
                 Email Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Student Cell Phone:  ________________________   Home Phone:  ______________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian 1 Cell:  ____________________________ Work:  _______________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian 2 Cell:  ____________________________ Work:  _______________________ 
 
Health Concerns:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Instrument:  ________________________________  Brand:  __________________________ 
                   (i.e. - flute, clarinet, violin, cello . . .)                     (i.e. - Yamaha, Jupiter, Strobel . . .) 
 
Instrument Serial Number:  ________________________________ 
 
Music Experience:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Is there anything you would like me to know about your student? (e.g., recently moved and 
stressed, etc., etc.). Please use the back of this form for details. 
 
Please use the term 'Busy' if you are undergoing anything stressful that you don't want to go into 
detail about. (For example, a death in the family, loss of employment, divorce, etc.,) It just lets me 
know something very stressful is going on in your student's life, and that I should very discretely 
keep an eye out for any problems. I'll also be much quicker to contact you if anything comes up in 
class, and I'll also check in with other teachers to see how your student is doing. 
 
 



Verification Form

Name:  _______________________________________ Class:  _________________________ 
                                         print name                                                (i.e. - 6th orch, 7th band . . . ) 
 
Parent/Guardian:  ______________________________________________________________ 
                                         print name 
 
 
______We certify that we have read the band and orchestra handbook and understand the 
contents found within. 
 
 
Student signature:  _______________________________________  Date:  _____________ 
 
Parent/Guardian signature:  ___________________________________ Date: ____________


